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In Reports to Warren Commission 



Probe Critic Sees a 'Coverup' 



By RAYMOND MERLE 

(Of The start Journal staff) 

Harold Weisberg, a critic of 
the Warren Commission report 
on the assassination of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy, charged 
here Monday that commission 
members “were fed pre-digest- 
ed pabulum” by the Secret 
Service and FBI. 

The author of “Whitewash— 
the Report on the Warren Re- 
port” said his purpose was not 
to find fault with commission 
members, whom he lauded for 
their work, but said “we want 
the truth.” 

“When we have anything to do 
with the assassination of a Pres- 
ident, we are going right to the 
guts of society,” Weisberg de- 
clared, in an interview describ- 
ing the commission report as a 
‘‘monstrous miscarriage.” 
Second Book Out 

Weisberg said his first hook 
showed that there was a “white- 
wash,” and his second. “White- 
wash II- the FBI-Secret Service 
Coverup,” which first appeared 
last week, is an updating of the 
first and shows that “there are 
some things beyond question.” 

He gave a lecture at the Wis- 
consin Union theater Monday 
night. 

Weisberg had both books pub- 
lished by himself because he 
said publishers “were afraid” 
of them. The second, he said, is 
almost entirely based on the 
files in the "National Archives. 

“Ton many materials are not 
available. I would say about 
one-third approximately are still 
secret. Responsible for covering 
up the files are the FBI and 
Secret Service,” Weisberg de- 
clared. 

“The question is how conse- 
quential some of these reports 
are. You have a question of se- 
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lection there.’* 

Claims Picture Cropped 
Specifically, Weisberg 
charged that the picture of the 
Presidential motorcade taken 
by Associated Press newsman 
James W. Altgens was pub- 
lished in a cropped version in 
the commission report. 

Weisberg said he later ob- 
tained the original negative of 
that picture, which when ei> 
larged, showed that a man re- 



•f 

r 

± 

/e 

nt 

a 

10 - 

in 

k. 



sembting Lee Harvey Oswald 
was standing in the first-floor 
doorway of the Texas stale book 
depository building: 

The commission report con- 
clud°d that Mr. Kennedy was 
killed by three shots fired by 
Oswald from the sixth floor of 
the building. 

‘‘Oswald could have not been 
simultaneously a sixth-floor as- 
sassin and a first-floor observ- 
er,” Weisberg said in a caption 
for a picture in his second book. 
The picture shows the man re- 
sembling Oswald, and Weisberg 
asks if it is Billy Nolan Love- 
lady or Oswald. 

Lovelady, an employe in the 
depository building, told FBI 
agents he was standing in the 
doorway at the time of the as- 
sassination. 

‘Road Stripes Painted Out* 

Weisberg also said that in an 
aerial photo used in the com- 
mission report, the road stripes 
were “painted out” because the 
pictures would have destroyed 
the report. 

| “This proves the President was 
not where the FBI placed him 



during the assassination, and 
was first shot when the tree 
blocked him from the sixth- 
floor window.” 

He said “Secret Service re- 
construction of positions of the 
presidential car” at the time of 
the first, second, and third 
shots, “like the FBI’s, says Gov. 
(John) Connally was hit by a 
separate bullet. 

“This denies the basic con- 
clusion of the report,” and 
proves that four shots were 
fired and there had to be two 
assassins, Weisberg said. 

“I think there is a fair as- 
sumption that the photography 
(used in the commission re- 
port) is less than complete.” 
He said some of the photo- 
graphs were .used for “ulterior 
motives.” 

Weisberg reiterated that h i s 
purpose was “to get things 
cleared up,” and said in regard 
to the commission report — 
“least of the fault goes to the 
commission.” He said he is in 
debt financially because of the 
books. 

Merriman Smith, UPI White 
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House reporter, who was “only 
a few hundred feet from Mr. 
Kennedy when he was shot,” Ji 
criticized critics of the Warren , 
report in a recent news story. 1 

He said of Weisberg’s first 
book: 

“Weisberg seems to be more 
of a zealous pamphleteer than 
a meticulous analyst. It is 
amazing that his book has re- 
ceived serious consideration. 

“On the first page, he is 
wrong about the weather on the 
day of the assassination and 
wrong about the makeup of the 
motorcade. With this for open- 
ers, it becomes difficult to ac- 1 
cept some of Weisberg’s other 
material.” 
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